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R 04091 1Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6570 
INFO AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

UNCLAS ADDISIABABA 11836 

NAIROBI FOR AGRICULTURAL ATTACHE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGRET 

SUBJECT: CURRENT INFORMATION ON ETHIOPIAN CROP OUTLOOK 
AND TRADE IN DRY EDIBLE BEANS 

REF: STATE 230367 

1. ACCORDING TO LOCAL TRADE SOURCES THERE MAY STILL BE UP TO 
20,000 TONS OF DRY EDIBLE BEANS FROM LAST YEAR'S CROP AVAILABLE 
FOR EXPORT. IT IS MORE LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT THE AMOUNT IS 
10-15,000 TONS. WITH RESPECT TO THE NEW CROP, THE OUTLOOK HAS 
IMPROVED SOMEWHAT. THE GRAIN BOARD AND LOCAL TRADE SOURCES 
ESTIMATE THAT THE EXPORTABLE SURPLUS LIKELY TO BE AVAILABLE 
FROM THE NEW CROP COULD BE AS MUCH AS 20,000 TONS. THIS IS A 
MORE FAVORABLE OUTLOOK THAN WAS THE CASE A FEW WEEKS AGO AND 
IS BASED ON AN ANTICIPATED HIGHER LEVEL OF FARMER PRODUCTION 

IN DIRE DAWA AND HARRAR REGIONS THAN HAD INITIALLY BEEN 
EXPECTED. IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT ETHIOPIA TRADITIONALLY 
EXPORTED APPROXIMATELY 15,000 TONS OF DRY EDIBLE BEANS BEFORE 
HIGH PRICES DRASTICALLY INCREASED PRODUCTION DURING THE PAST 
TWO YEARS. 

2. IT IS ALSO WORTH NOTING THAT THE EPMG'S EXPECTATION OF 
INCREASED IMPORTS TO ETHIOPIAN DRY EDIBLE BEANS BY SOCIALIST 
COUNTRIES HAD NOT MATERIALIZED. THIS IS PROBABLY OF LITTLE 
IMPORTANCE TO THE GOVERNMENT NOW. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE 
SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN PRICE WHICH HAS RECENTLY OCCURRED, 
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ALTHOUGH IT MAY HAVE SOME IMPACT ON THE ASSESSMENT OF THE LEVEL 
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OF FUTURE TRADE WITH THESE COUNTRIES. 
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